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Introduction 


Indian society is composed of four 
qui — Ma, ara, 424, and yg. Life 
Span is distributed among four 
3TH (Stages of Life) — sera, Test, 
auel, and Yaa. These two — avi 
and s134 — forms the backbone of 
Indian society. 


Over the centuries, society 
wrapped in a and 3Ta74 has 
nurtured core values of this 
earliest civilization of the world. 
Intricate yet beautiful Indian 
culture, mesmerizing the world 
since antiquity, is a gift of @UIIsT. 


taue is a Sanskrit non-translatable 
word. Just to understand, this word 
has two parts — +4 and &. Again, a4 
is a non-translatable Sanskrit word 
while & can be translated as “Self” 
but here it is “specific/definite”. a4 
has multiple meanings with 
respect to the context. 


In this article, the meaning of the 
word 4 is limited to “Duty or 
Responsibility”. So, the meaning of 
tay, in this article, can be 
understood as “specific/definite 
duty/responsibility”. 


The scope of this article is to depict 
and elaborate tau4 of these four aut 
and four 3T34 depicted by Kautilya 
in Arthashastra. The article also 
covers the role of the king in 
protecting and managing ta in 
his kingdom. 


sat and ca 


Arthashastra is part of the 
umbrella of Dharmashastra texts. 
Primary texts coming under 
Dharmashastra are — Veda and 
entire Vedic literature (shrutl), 
Smriti texts, Dharmasutra texts, 


Arthashastra texts, and Kamasutra. 
Many texts written on these 
subjects over centuries along with 
digests written in pre-modern and 
modern eras are also part of 
Dharmashastra. 


In all of the above texts, the root of 
ea is common which is Veda. In 
Arthashastra also, Kautilya 
proclaims Veda as the root of #4. 
He uses the word at (Three Vedas 
— Rigveda, Yajurveda, and 
Samaveda) [1], as a collection of 
these Vedas. 


In the next aphorism, he placed 
Atharvaveda and sided in the 
same category and thus concludes 
that these four Vedas along with 
sideld are primary sources of 
knowledge [2]. 


Definition of sidered is also clearly 
given — Qu, TAT and Aelhtkd, 
Accounts of great personalities, 
Dharmashastra and Arthashastra 
are collectively called sidera [3]. 


Kautilya further elaborates on 
sources of knowledge by including 
six limbs of Vedas (date) — tara 
(Phonetics), 9 (Ritual), GTHeT 


(Grammar), Mead (Etymology), 8 
(Prosody) and watay (Astronomy) 
[4]. 


Understanding these six limbs are 
prerequisites to understand Veda 
(Highest knowledge). 


After elaborating sources of 
knowledge, Kautilya stresses on 
aata (Responsibility/Duty laid 
down by aa). He considers Wares as 
the base of tau. The reason given 
is — Aalg4 not only establishes <A 
but also keeps it steady [5]. 


faery of Tel 


The first <au4 Kautilya lists are of a 
sel [6]. Following are the specific 
duties/responsibilities 


e Hea4y (Studying) 

e HeqTdsy (Teaching) 

¢ Doing ua for self and for others 

e Giving and receiving 44 
(Donation) 

First, two duties/responsibilities 

are related to the education sector 

covering teachers, coaches, and 


other such professionals. This 
group of people was responsible 


for providing education from grass 
root level to the highest level. 


They were teaching what they 
studied and they studied what they 
were been taught. This traditional 
system was the backbone of the 
education sector in Kautilya’s era. 
Kautilya himself was the product 
of such a robust education system. 


Doing 4a was a primary duty of 
yettéd and other skilled sau. aa 
was organized by the merchant 
class and Kings — 424, %, and aa 
for the welfare of self and society. 


Their life was completely 
dependent on this activity as they 
were dedicated to this job 
throughout their life. They were 
carrying the legacy of aa. 


Receiving ¢l4q was not equal to 
receiving Tat. It was given to sa, 
imparting knowledge, and to Wlled, 
keeping the tradition of 74 alive. 
There were no strict rules but 
starting from the token amount to 
anything like giving a geographical 
unit was in the range of such 
donation. 


Charging fees for these duties was 
prohibited for a ser. Giving a 
donation to educational units by 
kings and merchants were very 
common. We found evidence of 
such donations in many 
inscriptions too. 


slelul was also doing a donation. 


Most probably wsguiéd (Royal 
qelféd) and another well to do yale 


were in such a position. Other seu 
in the royal court were also in such 
a league who were receiving a 
good salary and other wealth. 


These ste were skilled in various 
fields and many times guiding the 
kings and other royal officers in 
warfare, administration, etc. 


cay of aaa 


Following are the main 

responsibilities of a at [7] - 

e Hea (Studying) 

¢ Doing aa for self 

e Giving cf 

e Living by the profession of arms 
(areatosttat) 

e Wears (Protection of all beings) 


For a aaa, art of war, weapons, 
politics, administration and many 
other learnings of cultural and 
civilizational aspects from a 
qualified stem was the first duty. 
He was also getting learning from 
elders and experienced people of 
his family. 


Such a learning base was making 
him wiser to understand and 
execute the other two duties — 
doing 4a and giving eM. Thus, 
giving respect/donation to Wet 
was quite natural in warrior class. 


The profession of arms and living 
life as a warrior were prime duties 
of a ata. The defense unit of the 
king was made up of such skilled 
warriors. Making weapons, 
Knowledge of metallurgy and 
chemicals, upkeep of arms, 
training camps, etc. were part of 
their profession. 


This way, a big weapon & 
metallurgy industry was thriving 
in every state. This industry was 
responsible for giving employment 
in society. 


Protecting subjects of his own state 
was the prime duty of every king. 
Be it people, animals, and birds, 
flowers, land, and land produce, 
pathways, waterways, forts, 
shelters, spy network, 
environment, etc. 


Kautilya has discussed how to 
manage and protect all of them, in 
detail, in many chapters. Thus, 
atta had a very important role to 
play in wieaaen by remain focused 
on his tau. 


cay of 42g 


Listed responsibilities of a 434 are 


[8] - 


e Heg4y (Studying) 

¢ Doing 4a for self 

e Giving <M 

e HIN (Agriculture) and UQUIeH 
(Cattle Rearing) 

e qivisay (Trade) 

Just like a a4, 424 also had the 

responsibility of study and 

sustaining the tradition of 7. The 


first three duties listed above area 
reflection of the same. 


Agriculture, cattle rearing, and 
trade were the backbone of the 
economy of the state. Without the 
land (314), none of these can thrive. 
The land also consists of 
waterways, forests, desert (if any), 
etc.. While the warrior class was 
responsible for end-to-end 
management of these resources, 
the merchant class was responsible 
for producing end products and 
their supply everywhere. 


While the scope of Agriculture and 
cattle rearing were limited to the 
state, trade was boundaryless. 


Kautilya has mentioned industries 
like shipping, forest, fabric, and 
many others where merchants 
were supposed to travel to various 
other countries and geographies 
for trading. 


Merchants were responsible for 
the circulation of money in society. 
This money was an important 
factor in sustaining aa. The same 
zat then making them fit to do 
their duties. 


wat of Ig 


Responsibilities of a 9g are [9] — 


e Te0TdysNT (Desire to learn from 
Seu, Aaa, dea) 

¢ aral (Economics) 

e Hlepelictahy (Professions related 


to performing/non-performing 
arts) 


Study of Vedas is not advised for a 
3 but at the same time, they are 
advised to grasp knowledge from 
the other three classes. If you don’t 
have to study but still have to 
grasp the required knowledge and 
wisdom then it is only possible by 
serving. 


This is why service (daq) is 
indirectly advised for a ¥gin 
Dharmashastra texts. To do Ga, 3tgI 
in Aa is required. So, with %¢I only, 
a 1g can get knowledge. 


The scope of this service was very 
large — from sanitation to assisting 
other aur. Generally, the capability 
was a key factor in deciding where 
one fit. 


Acquisition of knowledge was 
dependent on whom a {Ig is 
serving, for how long, and in 
which capacity. Accumulated 
knowledge over the years got 


converted into wisdom. Since 
serving to sem and aaa doesn’t 
mean a {a can perform their duties 
on their behalf but over the years, 
a wise [fg can attain a significant 
place in the society. taking part in 
drat (Economics) [10] is allowed for 
them. It includes agriculture, cattle 
rearing, and trade. 


Over the years, a wise [can attain 
a good place among the merchant 
class and can also make 
considerable wealth. Wise ¥& had a 
place even in the H=lAqvset 
(Ministry). 


Every %& was not into aa. Desire to 
learn could lead a Ig towards 
preforming/nonperforming arts 
too. Teqanes of Ad deals in this 
subject in detail where a & had 
many ways to earn a livelihood. 


Painting, Sculpting, Drawing, 
Music, Singing, Dancing, Acting, 
and many uncategorized skills 
were part of it. Based on the skill 
and expertise, a 9 had a chance to 
earn beyond even traditional 
limits. 


Construction Industry (Temples, 
Wells, Royal palaces, Gardens, 


Town construction, etc.), Art 
academies and related jobs, 
Farming, Cattle rearing, trade, etc. 
and many such sectors were 
driven and controlled by Ig. Along 
with 424, they were responsible for 
creating, managing, and sustaining 
the economy of the state. 


After mentioning specific duties of 
four dt — sau, aaa, 424 and Yg, 
Kautilya has mentioned specific 
duties of people living life under 
four asta (Stages of Life) — ara, 
Feet, TAI, and G-aAe. 


cay of seraret 


The very first AISA is TaraatyA 
where a person is called saat 
(Student of Vedas) and has specific 
duties [11] - 


e Hequay (Study) 

e Work-related to the sacred fire 
e Haqdh (Living on alms) 

e Training under a proper Je or 


with his son and student like him 
until he completes his time period 


as a derael. 


This 31374 was for seul, ata and 
dea. The study was a paramount 
duty in this first stage of life so that 


these three can uphold aa in the 
future. Acquiring knowledge from 
a proper Je is also advised. Serving 
such Je and obeying the rules laid 
down by him were final words in 
the student life. 


This training was necessary for 
making students humble and 
grounded. Control of senses was in 
the foundation of this training. 
This training was also necessary as 
these three had to impart the 
respective knowledge to others 
including {g. 


The prime goal of this HT is to 
achieve the first Youre — a4. 


tae of Feet 


Teewxay is the second HT#4. Duties 
of a Jeet [12] (Householder) are — 


e Earning and living as per 
prescribed duties 

e Marrying into the same aut but 
not in the same 4a 

e Have children (eq?) 

e Respect and worship of gods and 
ancestor 


e Taking food only after offering to 
gods, ancestors, and dependents 


Earning, marriage, and having 
children are main duties but with 
riders. Earning must be based on 
the prescribed duties of aul. Mixing 
of duties is not allowed. Marriage 
in the same 71 and in different aut 
are not allowed. 


Having children doesn’t mean 
unlimited and untimed union with 
the wife. The union must be as per 
the prescribed duration and with 
the consent of the better half as 
per her health and other factors. 


Kautilya has given reason for the 
first three duties [13] - Observance 


of tau leads to tat but 
transgression in it leads to Wena 
(Mixing up of af and taa4). The 
message is clear and loud — 
Transgression in <4a4 doesn’t lead 


to tart. 


The same message we have in 
wagial [14] where Bhagwan 
Krishna says — Even if other’s # is 
better and that of self looks 
inferior but still one should follow 
own eux. fda (Death) while 
practicing 44 is always good but 
practicing other’s #4 leads you to 


danger. Ultimately the person does 
not attain a. 


Regarding quiaishd, we find same 
kind of message again from “ald 
[15] from Arjun that not following 
aH leads to degradation in women 
and such women give birth to 
impure progeny (auidgehe). 


Arjun further states that such 
progeny leads everybody 
(Including ancestors) to 4% and 
ultimately geet and uildy4 become 
insignificant in the society. Such 
people attain 4¢& [16]. It is evident 


that the message of *a¢icl and 
Kautilya are one and same. 


The prime goal of this HT is to 
achieve the other two Yeuret — ste 
and @&TA. 


Sad of WAST 


aqyenaa is the third STs4. Duties of 
a adayer [17] (Forest Dweller) are — 


e saady (Detachment) 

e Sleeping on ground 

e Wearing matted locks and 
antelope-skin 

e Work-related to the sacred fire 


e Respect and worship of gods and 
ancestor 


e Taking forest products as food 


During this STH4, a person is 
destined to start detaching him/her 
from all unnecessary attachments 
and prepare for the next phase of 
life. 


This STH prepares a person to 
accept basic realities like — Worldly 
pleasures and attachments are 
time being in life. 


Timely exit from them are good for 
self and others. Controlling desires 


is the first step. The second Is 
control of bodily pleasures and the 
third is control of the tongue (Food 
habits). wa and asa were 
expected to follow this phase. 


The prime goal of this HT#4 is to get 
the person prepared to detach 
from the desires once he fulfills 
two youre — ae and iA. 


cad of UReatsth 


In the last phase of life, a person is 
expected to live life as a Utanste 
(Wondering Ascetic). Main duties 
are [18] - 


e dadsi-ardy (Control on Senses) 

¢ F414 (No active life) 

e Tishod-+rdy (No possession of any 
worldly stuff) 

e Usiteart: (Complete detachment 
from all) 

e Haqdh (Living life on alms) 

e svugaqTa: (Living in the forest) 

e gitdq (External and internal 
cleanliness) 


Certainly, these duties are the 
toughest among all and can test the 
temperament of the person. It is as 
good as living life as if you are not 


present in this world. During this 
phase, a person realizes that 
he/she is a very small part of this 
universe. 


This phase makes the person feiqyat 
(Whose divine intellect is steady). 
In Wraglat [19], in 18 verses, 
Bhagwan Krishna explains 
beautifully this term, 
characteristics, actions, and 
benefits of being f@idva. One can 
refer to these verses in connection 
with the duties of a Ukatste to 
understand how this helps to 
achieve the final goal of life — ata. 


aaa for all at 


Apart from 444, Kautilya has also 
provided a general guideline in 
form of amar for every 
individual. They are [20] - 


¢ Heal (Nonviolence) 

e Gy (Truth) 

e wird (Cleanliness) 

e 344aI (Freedom from malice) 

e F421e44 (Compassion) 

e aa (Forgiveness) 

It is to be noted that this general 


guideline has three layers — HHlaa, 
dita, alae (Mind, Speech, 


Physical). Every individual has to 
exercise above six GAraee in all 
these three layers throughout life. 


It is also to be noted that these six 
acts are to be done In accordance 
with <au4 of own aut. Various 
Dharmashastra texts have 
explained these six terms in detail. 


One Sanskrit verse will give an 
idea of how this Hara differs 
and should be understood/applied 
with respect to <4 of own aut only 


aTAT wat a fst ay ada seus | 
ARMA ITY TAT HT GAOT | | 


It says — aa to all human being isa 
natural act and a virtue for an 
ascetic as his final goal is to attain 
mat and he is extolled for the same. 


For the king, this is not advisable 
especially while treating terrorists/ 
criminals as the king has to ensure 
law and order in his state. So, 
giving @Atis not a virtue for the 
king. 

Role of The King 

Kautilya has just not laid down 
duties/responsibilities but also 


ensured that it gets implemented 
properly. He has also ensured that 


a constant monitoring process 
must be established for the same. 
He has assigned this responsibility 
to the king who has the highest 
place in society. 


He has ordered the king to ensure 
two things [21] - 


¢ Duties of aut shouldn’t get mixed 
or violated. 

e All four aut should adhere to their 
respective duties properly. 


Such a king finds joy not only 
during his tenure but also 
afterward. He is extolled while 


living as well as after his death. 
This way, the king’s role becomes 
paramount in sustaining 4 and 
in turn also 7a. 


To ensure these two, Kautilya has 
advised the king to use aueaifd [22]. 
By applying evs-iid, the king can 
achieve four stages of at — 

e Acsyey cs: (Establishment) 

e asyeq UT (Protection) 

e Vad taaelay (Sustenance) 

¢ get Widuet4y (Accomplishment) 


qusdiid being a two-edged sword, 
Kautilya has warned the king to 


use it wisely. Kautilya has said that 
such a wise king is worshipped by 
his people [23]. 


The same advice to the king is also 
given by Manu [24]. He has 
warned the king that improper 
implementation of qs-tic can 
make even aye and Ukasie angry 
and disturbed then one can only 
imagine the frustration of Jee. So, 
the improper implementation of 
qusatfd can lead to the downfall of 
the entire society. 


Proper implementation of @s-tid 
can make the king’s task easy and 


people get accustomed 
automatically. It helps the king in 
managing YH, Ax, a in his state 
Paste 


Conclusion 


There are two takeaways. One is 
for the king and the other is for 
people. King is the implementor, 
protector, and manager of the 
entire system while the people are 
the follower. 


For obedient people, Kautilya says 


aaeraaraia: Paaorsrareata: | 

sean fe tara cite: watefa a atefe | | 
[People in this au1I314, a noble fold, 
and protected by aa, always 


prosper and never perish. 
(KAS 1.3.17)] 


For an able and wise king, Kautilya 
says — 


Uqaurisat etal Mall USA Ulera: | 
TauHairedl add cay agg | | 


[Nurtured by a proper ave-tid from 
the king, four atx and people 
remain deeply attached. 

(KAS 1.4.16)] 
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